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some fresh examples. Thus among the Birhors, a primitive
tribe of Chota Nagpur in India, " a Birhor woman, like a
Santal woman, must abstain from eating such fruits of the
tarop (Buchania latifolid) or the terel (Dzospyrus tomentosa)
tree as may grow together in one accrescent calyx. If she
infringes this taboo, she will give birth to twins. A woman
must not comb her hair at sunset. Should she do so her hair
will fall on Singbongds rice, as that is the time when Sing-
bonga (identified with the sun) retires to eat. A pregnant
woman must not step over a sagar or block-wheel cart.
Should she do so, her child's throat will emit a creaking
sound like that of a sagar. A pregnant woman must not
step over a dog. Should she do so, her child's belly will
make a rumbling noise like that of a dog. A pregnant
woman must not eat the flesh of deer, of hare or porcu-
pine, or other animals with hair on their bodies, nor even
look at them when brought home by a hunting party.
Should she do so, she will give birth to children with hairy
bodies."1
Again, the Chadar, a small caste of weavers and village
watchmen in the Central Provinces of India will not throw
the first teeth of a child on to a tiled roof, because they believe
that if this were done his next teeth would be wide and ugly
like the tiles.2
Among the Looboos of Sumatra, while a birth is taking
place no one should peep round the corner of the house-door ;
else the child in the womb might miss its way and so retard
the delivery. For the same reason people entering the house
must not stop on the threshold but must come straight in or
go straight out. All chests and boxes must be open, and the
clothes and hair of the woman must hang loose. Further,
all efforts are made to get a brooding hen and to set it down
before the woman, in order that by its contagious example the
birth may be hastened.3 This last provision is, of course, not
a taboo but a positive injunction of homoeopathic magic.
Among the Toradyas of Central Celebes it is similarly a rule
that any person entering the house of a pregnant woman
should not stand on the threshold but pass straight in, any
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